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2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development

State of the world today*:

• increasing disparities in regard to opportunities, wealth and 
power

• more frequent natural disasters 

• climate change threatening the survival of many societies

Vision of the world tomorrow (2030)*:

• all people have access to water, food, quality education and 
health care.

• human rights and rule of law

• natural resources are used responsibly, sustainable 
consumption and production patterns etc.

* UN (2015): Transforming Our World – the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development
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Berlin Declaration Transforming Tourism

“The transformation of our world is not 
possible without the transformation of
tourism.“

”The specific inclusion of tourism in the 2030 Agenda is an 
acknowledgement of the global significance of the sector; but at the same 
time creates an obligation to transform the current consumptive business 
model, which is incompatible with sustainable development.”



Core Principles –
Transforming Tourism

• Human rights and self-determination of  communities must be at the core 
of every tourism development. This includes the  right to meaningful

participation and consultation including free, prior and informed consent 
on whether, to what extent and in what form tourism takes place. 

◦ If tourism is developed, it needs to seek a widespread and fair distribution of 
economic and social benefits throughout the recipient communities, 
including improving local prosperity, quality of life and social equity.

• Tourism should be a positive and beneficial experience for travellers and 
hosts alike in order to act as a force for mutual understanding, empathy 

and respect. 



Covid-19 and Tourism - A moment of change and transformation

July 2020: 
Online Seminar on Community Resilience and Change in Tourism (done)

August 2020: 

Online Seminar on Precariousness of Work in Tourism (done)

September 2020
Development of Joint Statement at World Tourism Day (done)

December 2020: 

Online Seminar on Climate Crisis, man-made Disasters and Tourism (today)

February 2021: 

Online Seminar on Equity and Tourism (planned)

AIM: 

Strenghening civil society perspectives in the debates

on a (Post-) Covid Tourism Scenario

The webinar 
was 
prepared by:



POLL

Meeting the participants

Conocer a los /las participantes
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Stefan Gössling

Linnaeus 

University and 

Lund University

Sweden

Stefan Gössling is Professor at the School of Business and 

Economics at Linnaeus University and the Institute for Service 

Management at Lund University, both in Sweden. 

Gössling holds a PhD in human ecology from Lund University and 

has been working on issues of sustainability in tourism and 

transport since the 1990s. Gössling's scientific work is 

interdisciplinary and ranges from traffic psychology and traffic 

sociology, technology impact research, urban and transport 

planning, transport economics and transport policy. 

Gössling has worked in very different cultural and geographical 

contexts, i.e. in countries of the European Union, the Middle East, 

East Africa, the West Indian Ocean and the Caribbean. As a 

consultant he has advised in various companies, governments 

and supranational institutions.



Transforming Tourism

Some perspectives on climate

change

Stefan Gössling
Dept. of Service Management and Service Studies, Lund University 

School of Business and Economics, Linnaeus University

Western Norway Research Institute

www.stefangossling.de @StefanGossling





Scott, D., Hall, C.M. and Gössling, S. 2019. Global tourism vulnerability to climate

change. Annals of Tourism Research, 77: 49-

61, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2019.05.007

We should see COVID-19 as an analogue to 

CC

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2019.05.007


Adding value

- Expenditure by market

- Low-carbon products 

(activities, local food)

- Emission levies

Lowering carbon

- Average distance travelled

- Transport efficiencies

- Transport modal shifts

- Length of stay

Reducing leakage

- Platform economy

- Bonus programmes

- Payment systems

- Franchises

High-value, 

low-carbon, 

resilient 

tourism

Gössling, S. and Higham, J. 2020. The low 

carbon imperative: Destination management 

under urgent climate change. Journal of 

Travel Research, 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0047287520933679

A destination model for the 

future



Jesu Rathinam

Director of 

SNEHA and 

Convenor of 

Coastal Action

India

Jesu Rethinam is a Law Graduate and is active in 

fisheries, women and other social movements. 

She is Director of SNEHA, the NGO working for the 

livelihood rights of the fisher communities and protection 

and promotion of coastal ecology, for the past 35 years.

She is an Executive Committee member of National 

Fishworkers Forum (NFF), Core Committee member of the 

Women Forum of NFF and the Convenor of Coastal 

Action Network. 

She is also an active member of the Ocean Grabbing 

and Women Working Groups of the World Forum of Fisher 

People (WFFP) and selected as an IPC member, 

representing WFFP. 



Alejandro Palafox

University of 

Quintana Roo

Mexico

Alejandro Palafox is professor and senior researcher at 

the University of Quintana Roo, Cozumel. He serves as 

a member of the national system of researchers.

His academic background is a Bachelor's Degree in 

Tourism, later he studied Creative Advertising and 

holds a  Master's Degree in Tourism Studies, as well as a

Doctorate in Environmental Sciences.

His research interests are: a) Study of tourism from the 

perspective of political economy, political ecology 

and sustainable development; b) Environmental 

studies of tourism from a critical perspective; c) Critical 

theory of tourism.



Tourism, climate change and 

Covid-19 in Mexican 

Caribbean.

Alejandro Palafox-Muñoz, Ph.D. / University of Quintana Roo / 

palafox@uqroo.edu.mx

mailto:palafox@uqroo.edu.mx


Why tourism suffered on 2020?

 Tourism contributes with 10% of global 
income around the world.

Mobilized 1.5 billion tourists on the 
planet.

 Since 2000, international tourism has 
growth 117%.

Mexico received 45 million of tourist to 
obtained 24,563 million of American 
dollars.

 Mexican Caribbean contributes with 
63% of the income.

 Free market economy based on the 
consumption of goods and services.

 The State provides legal conditions to 
accumulate capital, such as free taxes, 
outsourcing, reduce employment 
conditions like social security.

 State can not participate as a provider 
of new jobs.

 Climate change has increased the 
natural disasters.

 Covid-19 exposes the conditions of 
inequality and the poor situation of 
workers.



The impact on Mexican Caribbean

 Health services are overcrowded (e.g. USA has 

2.9 hospital bed per each thousand people; 

Mexico has 1.5)

 In Mexican Caribbean tourism enterprises fired 

47,803 persons before the pandemic.

 Mexican Caribbean lost 24.5% of formal works, 

the informal sector is 46.6% of jobs.

 Poor conditions of job are increasing because is a 

tax for the enterprises and the State modified the 

law to help private sector can reduced the 

expenses).

 In 2005 after Wilma Hurricane, Cozumel lost all 

their piers, on November 2005, destination started 

to receive cruise passengers.

 One year after Wilma’s Hurricane, the piers were 

reconstructed.

 Additional to the effects of natural disasters, 

tourism has become a sector that explodes the 

workers for the conditions that they provide.

 Besides the impoverishment of labour people, 

hurricanes and tropical storms contributes to 

decrease quality of life of people (e.g. Workers 

needs to pay for health services that usually were 

provided for the State, construct new homes or 

modified the actual ones).

 Last month, President López Obrador announced 

the construction of the fourth pier in Cozumel. It is 

more important economic income than social 

development.



Final comments.

 Tourism is located between mass tourism and the effects of global warming and 

pandemic sceneries, but capital works to establish an ideology and conditions to 

continue accumulating.

 Economic rationality can not give an opportunity to modify the specifications in 

order to empower environmental rationality, because capital needs to accumulate.

Mexican Caribbean challenge is to decide if they continue with mass tourism or 

fight against tourism enterprises to improve labour conditions and develop a real 

effort for a sustainable tourism.

 It looks like that income is over humanity.



Pankaj Sekhsaria

Indian Institute 

of Technology 

Bombay

India

Pankaj Sekhsaria is the author of four books on the 

Adaman islands including his debut novel The Last Wave 

(Harper Collins India 2014). His latest book is “Islands in 

Flux – the Andaman and Nicobar Story” (Harper Litmus 

2017), which is a collection of 20 years of his journalism 

about the islands.

He has a Bachelor’s degree in engineering, a master’s 

degree in Mass Communication and a recent PhD in 

Science and Technology Studies from the Maastricht 

University in the Netherlands. He is associate Professor at 

Centre for Technology Alternatives for Rural Areas 

(CTARA), IIT Bombay. 

He is a long time member of the environmental action 

group, Kalpavriksh. 







At the tri-junction of 

Fragility and Vulnerability

the

Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Or 

(Thinking like the islands?) 

Pankaj Sekhsaria

Kalpavriksh

& 

Centre for Technology Alternatives 

For Rural Areas (C-TARA)

IIT Bombay













- andamanicobar@yahoogroups.co.in

- psekhsaria@gmail.com

- The Jarawa Tribal Reserve Dossier 

(UNESCO and Kalpavriksh, 2010) 

- The Last Wave – an Island Novel 

(HarperCollins India 2014

- Islands in Flux – the Andaman and Nicobar Story 

(HarperCollins India 2017)

- Thank you

mailto:andamanicobar@yahoogroups.co.in
mailto:psekhsaria@gmail.com
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Get Active!

◦ Sign the Transforming Tourism Declaration by e-mail to: 

tourism-watch@brot-fuer-die-welt.de

◦ Share the documentation of this webinar through social
media

# transformingtourism

◦ Participate in the next webinar

NOW: 

Share your thoughts about the topic today in the break-out 

sessions (in English and Spanish language) 

Follow the link in the chat!

mailto:Tourism-watch@brot-fuer-die-welt.de

